Court, conjunctly and ſeverally, ſpecially conſtitute, Greet. 


by Dame Zleonara Cathcart, Spouſe to Sir Fohn Howſton, Ba- 
ronet, and Maſters Jlexander and Archibald S'tevenſons, con- 
junct Procurators Fiſcal of the Commiſſariot of Ediubur gli, 
for their Intereſts; That the ſaid Sir 7% Hou ſion and the 
Complainer Mrs. Eleonara Cathcart were married on the r5th 
of February 1744, and from that Time cohabited together, 
owned one another as Husband and Wife, and have been re- 
puted ſuch by all their Relations and Acquaintances: Not- 
withſtanding whereof, and that by the Laws of GOD and 
Man, he the faid Sir Yohn Houſton was bound to comfort 
End, protect his ſaid Spouſe; yet true it is, that he having 
haken ff all Regard to his conjugal Vows, inſtead of beha- 
ving himſelf with that Tenderneſs and Humanity which be- 


his {aid'Wife, andhas ſo behaved and maltreated her both in 
Wards and Deeds, in a Variety of Inſtances, hereafter more 
particularly condeſcended upon, that ſhe is in manifeſt Hazard 
of her Life, if ſhe ſhould continue to live with him: IN 80 
FAR AS, the deceaſed Charles Lord Cathcart having grant- 
ed Bond to the Complainer for the Sum of 15871. 17 5. Ster- 


and cleared berwixt the Complainer and Charles now Lord 
Cathcart, fome time before her Marriage, when it appearing, 
that deducing all former Payments, there remained due at the 


Lordſhip granted Bond ofCorroboration to the Complainer, 
her Heirs and Aflignies whatſomever, for the Sum of 2000.0. 
Sterling, and granted a ſeparate Bond to her for the Sum 
of 500 4; Sterling, excluding 1 Husband's us mariti. As 


IIIa 


A "a 7 S NN 2 . 4 25 
„Nobert Clerk, Archibald 


Murray, and James Smotker, Commiſſaries of E- 
dinburgh, to . — "57 
Heralds, Meſſengers, Purſevants, and Officers of 


ing: FORASMUCHAS it is humbly meant and ſhown'to us 


cometh.a Husband, hath been a Tyrant and Tormentor to 


ling, with Annualrent and Penalty, Accompts were fitted 


Term of Martinmas 1743. the Sum of 2555 l. Sterling, his 


for 
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for the remaining 55 J. Sterling, it was paid over to the ſaid 
Mrs. Eleanora Cathcart and her ſaid Husband ſoon after the 
Marriage. Upon the ſaid 15th of February 1744, being the 
Day of the Marriage, a Contract of Marriage was executed 
betwixt the ſaid Sir Fohn Houſton and the Complainer, by 
which a Liferent Proviſion was ſecured to the Complainer, 
partly by way of Locality, and partly by way of Annuity, 
which is thereby warranted to be worth 3600 Merks of year- 
ly free Rent: And on the other Part, the ſaid Complainer did 
thereby aſſign and make over to the ſaid Sir John Houſton 
the 2000 J. Sterling, contained in the Bond of Corroboration 
above mentioned, in Manner following, vg. 500/. Sterling 
of the Principal, with the haill Annualrents to the ſaid Sir 
John, abſolutely, for his own Behoof, and the remaining 
1500 J. Sterling of the ſaid Principal to the faid Sir John, in 
T ruſt, for the Security of the Complainer's Literent Proviſion, 
and alſo of the Proviſions thereby made to the Daughters M" 
the Marriage, until the ſaid Proviſions be ſatisfied, or other. 
wiſe fully ſecured ; and upon the ſaid haill Proviſions being 
ſo ſatisfied or ſecured to the ſaid Sir Fohn Houſton, his Heirs 
and Aſſignies, for his own Uſe and Behoof. And it is there. 
by farther provided, That in caſe Sir John's 4 
make it neceſſary or proper for him to uplift and diſpoſe of | 
the ſaid 15007. Sterling, that he ſhould have Power ſo to do, 
with Conſent of the ſaid Charles Lord Cathcart, or of Sir 
John Schaw of Greenock, Baronet, but not otherwiſe. The 
faid Sir John Houſton having been in a bad State of Health, 
or imagining himſelf to be ſo at the Time of his Marriage, 
had before that taken a Reſolution of going over to the South 
of France for the Recovery of his Health; and as he pro- 
poſed to carry the Complainer along with him, he begged and 
intreated it as a particular Favour, that Miſs Marion- Anne 
Cathcart, the Complainer's Siſter, might be ſent along with 
them ; to which the young Lady's Friends were prevailed 
upon to agree, being in Hopes that they were all to return 1 5 
a few 
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a few Months Abſence. In Proſecution of this Plan, Sir 
John, the Complainer, and her Siſter, ſet all out from E 
burgh on their Way to Loudon, upon the 2oth Day of H 
briary 1744, being the nith Day after the Marriage. Du- 
ring that Journey, Sir eln begun to diſcover the Dicontent- 
ment of Mind and Badneſs of Temper, which in Progrefs of 
Time carried him to thoſe Exceſſes he afterwards committed. 
He acquainted the Complainer, that the Morning he left Edin- 
burgh, her Friends had attempted to draw him in to grant a ge- 
neral Factory for the managing of his Affairs in his Abſence: 
That he faw this was done with an Intention to get him into 
their Power; but although he had defeated their Intention 
at that Time, vet he was well aſſured they intended to cheat 
him: That he had expected great Settlements with the Com- 
plainer, and that, had not that been the Cafe, he would not 
have married, with the Settlements he had from his Mother. 
He continued all the Road to London chagreen'd and diſtreſt 
in his Mind upon that Subject, this being the eternal Theme 
when the Complainer and he were together. As Lord Cath. 
cart happened to arrive at London within two Days after they 
came there, the Complainer inſiſted, that Sir John ſhould 
come to an Ecclairciſement with him, and aflured Sir John, 
that if her Friends were in the wrong, her Brother would con- 
demn them as much as Sir John could, and help him to ſet 
Things to rights; that if they were miſunderſtood by him, 
his Lordſhip might probably be able to explain Matters. This 
he ſaid would do no good; but, upon the Complainer's in- 
ſiſting, Sir John was at laſt prevailed upon to talk with his 
Lordſhip: Upon which Sir 70% told her, that he had been 
Dupe enough to take her Advice, but for the future he never 
would in any Particular. As Sir John's chief View in entring 
into this unfortunate Marriage appears to have been to bet- 
ter his own Fortune, his firſt Care was to be poſſeſſed of the 
500 J. Sterling above mentioned, for which Bond had been 
taken, ſecluding his zus mari; : And as the Complainer 1 


have been willing to do any thing that lay in her Power to 
oblige him, ſhe, at his Deſire, ſigned a Note with him, which 
was wrote by his Hand, whereby ſhe renounced her Right in 
the ſaid Bond; and he, as having Right thereto _zure mariti, 
diſcharged the ſame, and thereupon, before they left London, 
Lord Cathcart gave Sir John a Credit upon Captain Milſon 
at London, to the Extent of that Sum. From London they 
ſet out for Falmouth, and from thence went over to Lisbon, 
where they arrived about the 13th or 14th of April 1744; 
and both upon the Road, and during their Stay at Falmouth, 
and in the Voyage, Sir John treated the Complainer with 
. Harſhneſs, which was obſerved by every Perſon who 
ad Occaſion to fee them. At Lisbon they remained for a. 
bout the Space of ſix Weeks; and during that Time, Sir 
John took every Method he could think of to make the 
Complainer's Life a Burden to her, his conſtant Theme to 
Strangers was, The Plague of travelling with Women, ſaying 
every thing that he thought could vex the Complainer the 
Moſt, telling her, that her Brains were like her own bleak 
Country; that her Grandmother was the moſt extravagant 
Woman alive; that her Great Grandfather, the late Lord Pre. 
ſident, was a cheating quirking Judge; but that his Quirks 
could not hurt his Right, that was eſtabliſhed, as he ſaid, by , 
AR of Parliament; that it would only coſt him ſome Pleas £ 
with Lord Cathcart, which he did not value. He was fre p 
uently overheard in theſe Expreſſions by the Servants of the ; 


amily where he then reſided; and when the Servants repeat. tn 
ed what they had heard, he reproached the Complainer, and i _ 
faid, that ſhe had made it publick ; ſo that Sir John's Manner $6 
of uſing the Complainer became notorious at Lisbon. From whey 


thence they embarked in a Swedzſh Ship for Italy, where bir 
John maltreated the Complainer ſo much during the Voyage, | 
which laſted a Month, that the Captain of the Ship, who was 8 
himſelf a Swede, made the Maid underſtand the beſt Way he 


could, that Damm you were bad Words, and that the * 5 
; | 1 
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did not uſe their Wives as the Eugliſhmen uſed theirs. They 
landed at Genoa upon the 224d of Fly 1744, and from thence . 
went to Z”z/a, where they lived in an Inn for about the Space 
of fifteen Days; and there, from hard Words, Sir John thought 
proper to come to Blows. Upon a very trifling Occaſion he 
gave the Complainer a Box on the Ear: Some Days after that 
he ſeized the Complainer by the Neck, and gave her a Blow 
on the Temple which {truck her to the Ground, and of which 
the Complainer bears the Marks to this Day; and as this laſt 
mentioned Blow broke the Skin, it occaſioned ſuch an Effu- 
fon of Blood, that all the Complainer's Cloaths and Linnen 
were covered with it. As ſoon as the Complainer recover- 
ed herſelf, the run into another Room, and begun to waſh the 
Blood out of her Handkerchief and Ruffles, which her Maid 
found her doing, the People of the Inn having ſent her up 
Stairs, upon hearing the Noiſe, making her underſtand, that 
Sir John was murdering his Lady. It might have been ex- 
pected, that after an Accident of this Kind, Sir Joh would 
have made ſome Acknowledgments; but this was not his 
Way, it being a common Saying with him, “ That he never 
« had done a wrong Thing in his Lite.” Next Morning ha- 
ving found the Comptinner in Fears, and lamenting her Fate, 
he adviſed her to leave off that fooliſh Humour, and ſaid in a 
taunting Manner, Madam, you have got a blue Eye. Which 
Exprefiion gave the Purſuer infinitely more Anguith than what 
aroſe from the Blow ſhe had received. Notwithſtanding all 
this, the Complainer, from an Exceſs of Tenderneſs, endea- 
voured to conceal what had happened; and upon Strangers 
coming in, and obſerving her Face {welled, ſhe concurred 
with Sir John in pretending, that ſhe had accidentally ſtruck 
her Face againſt a Door. From Pzfa they went to a ffnall Vil 
lage in the Neighbourhood thereof, called Calci, where they 
lived about three Months; and during that Time, Sir 70% 
ſhowed his bad Humour in every Shape. The Complainer 
durſt not give Directions about any Thing in the Family, 
B which 
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which Sir John conſidered as his own Province. He was all 
Day abroad, except at Breakfaſt and Dinner; and when he 
came home, he went to his Room, where the durſt not ap- 
proach. When any of the Eugliſh, who were living near that 
Place, came to dine with them, he commonly took that Op- 
portunity to turn off the Cook and other Servants (which in 


Italy they may do any Day) and thereby put every L ning in- 


to Confuſion, then he locked himſelf up in his Room, and left 


the Complainer to make an Apology. About this Period Sir 


John began to complain bitterly, that by the Marriage Ar- 
ticles, ſo great a Part of the Complainer's Fortune was lock- 
ed up for an uncertain Event, which was not likely to hap- 
pen; and being willing to have the whole in his own Hands, 


he inſiſted that the Complainer ſhould write to her Friends 


in Scotland upon that Head ; and at the fame time, as he was 
conſcious how unreaſ{onable the Demand was, Matters were 
to be put upon this Footing, that Sir 7b» did not intend to 
ſpend the Money, that he wanted only a Credit from G cot— 
land for a large Sum of 2000 J. Sterling at leaſt, under the 
Pretence, that this was abſolutely neceſſary, to give Strangers 


an Air in a foreign Country: And it was upon this Occaſion 


intimated to the Complainer in plain Terms, that if this De— 


mand was not granted, ſhe the Complainer was to be turned 


out of Doors. Although nothing could be more unreaſonable 
than this Demand, and nothing more ridiculous than the Pre- 
tence of making it, more eſpecially, as Sir John had been alrea- 
dy very amply ſupplied with Credit to the Extent of 800 J. 
Sterling, of which but a ſmall Part had been then uſed ; yet the 
Complainer,who would have chearfully given up every Shilling 
ſhe had or could expect in the World to gratify Sir Fob, did, at 
his Deſire, write Numbers of Letters to her Friends in Scot- 
land upon that Head; theſe Letters having been all of them 
reviſed by Sir John, were renewed almoſt every Poſt for two 
Months together; the Earneſtneſs and Anxiety with which 
they are writ, can only appear from the Letters — 

anc 
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and the Certification in every one of them is, that if Sir 7ohr's 


Demand was not complied with, ſhe the Complainer was to be 
turned out of Doors. In order to inforce theſe Letters, a very 
extraordinary and unnatural Expedient was thought of: Sir 
7-1 having inſiſted, that the Complainer ſhould write Letters 
to her Friends, accuſing and taking upon herſelf the Load of 
all the Guilt he had ever in his blackeſt Moments laid to her 
Charge, the Complainer, who found herſelf under a Neceſſi- 
ty of obeying all Orders, however unreaſonable, agreed to the 
Propoſal, but infiited that he himſelf ſhould dictate the Letter. 
This he refuſed, ſaying, that he wanted to ſee that the {tated 
the Cauſe of their Quarrels, juſt for a Proof of her Veracity; 
whereupon ſhe wrote a Sheet of Poſt-Paper upon all Sides, 
which he diſliked extremely; then three others were wrote 
with the ſame Succeſs: Upon reading the fourth, he was in 
ſuch a Rage, that ſhe heard him ſay, when ſhe went out of the 
Room, that he would willingly want his Skin to be quit of 
his Wife. At the ſame time, from the Obſervations he made 
on the four Letters, which were all difterent from one ano- 
ther, the Complainer luckily contrived a fifth, which happen- 
ed to pleaſe him. This Letter, which accuſes the Complain- 
er of almoſt every Crime, excepting only the higheſt Offence 
which a Woman can commit ag ünſt her Husband, bears Date 
at Calc; the 2d of October 1744, and was incloſed to a Gentle- 
man, a common Friend of both Parties, with Directions to 
liver it to Lady Schau. The ſaid Letter having been ſent 
by Sir Jahn to the Poſt-office, which was about five Miles di- 
fant from Calci, the Complainer having no Opportunity of 
ſending a Letter without his Knowledge thereof, till at laſt, 
upon the rith of that Month, ſhe ſeized the Opportunity of 
a Vigt of Mr. Hall, Lord Cathcart's Governor, and wrote a 
Letter to her Grand mother, and another to the ſame Gentle- 
man, and delivered theſe to Mr. Hall to put into the Poſt- 
office, explaining in theſe Letters in what Manner the former 
had been obtained ; but at the {ame time earneſtly intreating, 
a that 
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that in the Anſwer to be made by her Friends, they ſhould 
put her entirely in the Wrong, and write to Sir /%n in the 
fondeſt Way, and by all Means to {end the Letter of Credit, 
adding, © That the only Favour her Friends could poſlibly do 
« her, was to give up her Cauſe, to ſhow Fondnets for Sir John 
« and Sorrow for her, for that Time, if no one was too ea- 
« oer to help, might yet be her Friend.” About this Period 
Sir John's Coach-horſes and Chaiſe-horic having been ſtoln 
by his own Servants, he reproached the Complainer bitterly, 
ſaying, ſhe was the Caule, for had he not travelled with a 
Family, it would not have been necciiary for his Honour to 
have had an Equipage, and if he had not had an Equipage, his 
Horſes would not have been ſtoln; but, by Heavens, Lady 
Schade ſhould pay for the next he had. Theſe Horſes Sir 
John afterwards recovered by the Means of Mr. Man En— 
voy from England, upon Letters he made the Complainer 


———rite, and ſign with his Name, hn Houſtonn; and although 


he got the Horſes, and kept an Equipage at Leghorn during 
the Winter, yet he never would allow the Complainer, even 
in the worſt Weather, to ſet Foot in the Equipage, ſaying, 
the People were ſo damn'd polite, they would not buy his 
Horſes if his Lady had the Uſe of them. That Winter the 
Complainer asked Sir John to allow her a Gown, which, 
tho' the firſt ſhe had ever asked or got from him, he abſolute- 
ly refuſed, altho' about that very Time a Credit had been 
given him by Sir John Schaw for 1007. Sterling, to have been 
employed on Cloaths for the Complainer; fo that ſhe was 
obliged to appear in a Dreſs extremely improper in that Coun- 
try at that Seaſon of the Year. About this Time Sir 7ohr 
uſed to ſend the Complainer on Foot through the Streets 
of Leghorn on all his Commiſſions, even the molt trifling, 
giving her Orders what to ſay and do, and when ſhe came 
home, made her repeat her own Words, and the Words of 
the People to whom ſhe ſpoke; and if ſhe varied from her 
Inſtructions in an For an and, he ſaid it quite —_ i 
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genſe of the whole Subject; that he was the moſt unfortu- 
nate Man in the World, for being married to ſuch a Fool; 
that ſhe was worſe than a Fool; for what the did, or omitted 
to do, was all out of Malice. And when he ſent the Com- 
plainer to ask Favours, which ſometimes the Perſons from 
whom they were asked would not grant, becauſe Sir John had 
affronted them, which happened almoſt to every Perſon with 
whom he had any Dealings, he always found Fault with the 
Complainer, either for Simplicity in not obtaining what ſhe 
asked, or ſaid it proceeded from Malice in her, or the damn'd 
lntrigues of her Friends, who wrote to theſe People to af- 
front him, that he might be induced to come home. In the 
mean time Letters had arrived from Scotland in anſwer to 
theſe which the Complainer had wrote, containing the Charge 
againſt herſelf, and what related to the 2000 l. Sterling Cre- 
dit ; and as theſe Letters, though very proper, were not ſuch 
as Sir John expected, he became {till more croſs and harſh to 
the Complainer than he had been before, and conducted Mat- 
ters ſo, that Life did literally become a Burden to her. How 
much this Uſage diſheartened her in Mind, and extenuated her 


in Body, may be recollected by thoſe that ſaw her in this 


Country. She at this Period coming to Scor land, her very 
Looks were more powerful than a thouſand W itneſles to prove 
the Uſage the had met with, notwithſtanding of which ſhe 
carefully concealed every Thing that might reflect upon Sir 
John from even her neareſt Friends. At this Time ſhe de- 
manded her Jewels from him, which he had taken from her as 
a Mark of Diſgrace ſome Months before ; he ſent them by her 
Maid, but deſired to have them immediately reſtored, that 
they might be ſafe in caſe of her being drowned or taken. 
The Complainer was neceſſitate to comply, they were ac- 


cordingly ſent back by Mrs. Herries her Maid, and he 1s 


pleaſed to detain them to this Day. The Complainer remained 
in Scotland till Seprember 1745, ſhe was not allowed a Far- 
thing from Sir John tor her 0 which obliged * at 
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Leghoru to draw for 100 J. Sterl. on Lady Schaw, to bear 
the Charges of her coming Home; ſhe ſollicited with the 
reateſt Earneſtneſs while at Home, that her Portion might 
be given up to Sir 7ohn, begging her Grandmother with ma. 
ny Tears to intercede with her Grandfather and Brother to 
untye her Portion, by giving their Conſent to Sir Zohn to 
uplift the ſame; but her Prayers and Tears upon this Subject 
had no more Force than her Letters formerly had, Lady Scham 
alluring her, that ſhe durſt not mention the ſame to Sir John 
Schatw, and ſhe was morally ſure, that if it was mentioned to 
him, it would infallibly ruin Sir John Houſton's Intereſt with her 
Grandfather. 'The Complainer receiving Letters from Sir 
Jol, requiring her Attendance, in Conſequence of theſe Or- 
ders ſhe returned, Mrs. Anne Stevenſon, a Lady of Dilcreti- 
on and Character, being ſent with her of Purpoſe to bring 
home Miſs Cathcart ; they arrived at Naples the End of Zanu- 
ary or iſt of February 1746, and from thence went to Port: 
ci, where Sir John then was. The Complainer had great Ex- 
pectations that Time and Abſence might have made an Alte- 
ration upon Sir John's Temper of Mind, but to her no ſmall 
Mortification ſhe found Matters juſt as ſhe left them; oir 
Jom received her with as much Colanel and Indifterence as 
can be well imagined, ſometimes reproaching her for not co- 
ming ſooner, and at other Times for coming 1o ſoon, and im- 
puting to her every Thing which he imagined to be amils in 
the Management of his Affairs at Home. It was a conſtant 
Practice with him, upon every ſlight Occaſion to put the 
Complainer upon Oath as to every Thought, Word and Action 
ſhe had ever thought, ſaid or done, contrary to his Intereſt, 
and in ſuch Caſes he uſed her ill till ſuch Time as ſhe confeſ- 
ſed what he had a-mind to; and upon her confeſſing, which 
ſhe was always obliged at laſt to do, he uſed to call her Hy- 
- pocrite and diſſembling Jade, for denying ſo long. Innocence 
was no Defence, and Argument had no other Effect but to 


confirm him in his own Imaginations, however ill * 
rom 
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on: 
From the Time of the „ firſt leaving Britain, ſh 
had not been admitted to a Share of Sir /ohn's Bed; and af- 
ter her Return to Italy, ſhe was obliged to lye in a ſeparate 
Room half dreſſed, to be in Readineſs to anſwer him when he 
called, which was generally oftener than once every Night, to 
light his Lamp, to ſee if Thieves were coming, or for any other 
Fancy of that Kind. Soon after the Complainer's Arrival, Sir 
John took it into his Head, that as Miſs Cat heart was going a- 
way, ſome Female Companion ſhould be ſent over from Scot- 
lard, in order, as he ſaid, to introduce and keep up Mirth in 
his Family, and inſiſted that the Complainer ſhould write to 
her Grandmother to that Effect. The Complainer endeavour- 
ed to perſuade him how difficult it would be to prevail in ſuch 
aRequelt, and intreated him, if that was a Thing agreeable to 
his own Inclinations, that he ſhould write to his Siſter to ſend 
over ſome of his own Relations ; but theſe Intreaties had no 
Effect; the Complainer was obliged to comply, and to write 
over a very urgent Letter to her Grandmother, deſiring that 
one of four young Ladies, therein particularly named, ſhould 
be forthwith ſent over, and that under no leſs a Certification, 
than that if one of theſe four was not at Bourdeauæ betwixt 
and a certain Day, that Sir Foz was to part with the Com- 
plainer. While the Complainer was in Scotland the had at 
Sir John's Deſire hired a Boy, one John Schaw, to come over 
to Sir John's Service, and he had alſo deſired that a favourite 
Dog of his, called Bouffler, ſhould be ſent over: It unfor- 
tunately happened that this favourite Nog had turned ma 
ſome Time before, and had ended his Days in a Halter, not 
by any Direction of the Complainer or her Friends, and that 
John Schaw had been bit in the Leg by this Dog, which 
was likely to end in a Mortification, ſo that neither the one 
nor the other could be ſent over; however, Sir John having 
taken it into his Head, that this was all 'Trick and Contrivance 
of the Complainer and her Friends, he obliged the Complain- 
er to write Letters to her Grandmother for 7obny Srhaw and 
the 


12 
the Dog as urgent as that ſhe had writ for a Companion. 
This Correſpondence began about the End of February 1746, 
and from that Time till the Beginning of May, almoſt every 
Poſt brought new Letters, each of them expreſſing the utmoſt 
Anxiety, and all of them concluding with a Certification, 
that if the Companion, Johny Schaw and Bouffler were not 
ſent over to Bourdeaux betwixt and a certain Day, that he 

and the Complainer behoved to ſeparate, and could live ng 
longer together: So unreaſonable was Sir John in putting the 
Tue of his and the Complainer's living together upon Events, 
ſome of which were impoſlible, and none of them in the 
Power of the Complainer. Theſe Letters are moſt of them 
dated from Portici near Naples. Sir John and his Family 
having gone to Tholouſè in the Month of May 1746, Mils 
Carhcatt and Mrs. Stevenſon ſet out from T holouſe for Bour 
*® deanx about the Middle of May 1746, Sir Johm being along 
with them in his Way to Portugal; and as it had been be- 
fore concerted, as a Thing agreeable to him, that the Com- 
plainer ſhould go into a. Convent for fix Weeks, which Sir 
.70h1 propoſed to ſpend in Portugal, ſhe was accordingly put 
into a Convent ſome few Days before her Siſter ſet out, and 
at the ſame Time Sir John left private Inſtructions that the 
Complainer ſhould not be allowed to go out of the Convent 
without particular Orders from him. At the Time of her go- 
ing in, Sir John paid the Penſion for her and her Maid for 
three Months, at the Rate of 21 / per annum, the Convent 
taking no leſs than a Quarter's Board, but promiſing to give 
back in Proportion to her Stay in it, and after he went to 
Bourdeaux ſent a Credit to an Triſh Prieſt, one Mr. Denny, 
for 400 Livres, or 16 J. Sterl. more, writing him to give the 
Complainer what Part of it ſhe had Occaſion for. The Com- F 
plainer, who during the whole Time ſhe lived with Sir 7%, | an 
had not the Liberty of either writing or receiving a Letter 4 
which was not read by him, took the firſt Opportunity and tic 


wrote to Scorland, explaining that the ſeveral Letters 7: 
rom 


1 


from Portici near Naples, relative to the Companion and Dog, 


had been all of them wrote by Sir Fohn's Direction, and in 
Obedience to his Orders, but at the fame Time earneſtly in- 
treating that fair Means ſhould be yet uſed, and expreſſing 
an ardent Hope that Sir 79h» might be yet brought to a right 


way of thinking. The Complainer left the Convent at the End 


of three Months, finding it extremely incommodious upon ſe- 
veral Accounts, and went to the Houſe where Sir John and 
ſhe had lived during his Stay at Tholouſe, of which the acquaint- 
ed him; and not having Money to maintain herſelf decently, 


ſhe feigned being ill, kept her Bed, faw no Company, and lived 


upon Bouillons, having {carce enough to purchaſe her Fire and 
Candle. This way of Life had a very bad Effect uponaher. - 
Health, which was greatly increaſed from the Diſtreſs of Mind 
ſhe endured, from the harſh ſevere Letters ſhe was every now 
and then receiving from Sir John, who finding that he could 
not maintain her any where ſo cheap as in a Convent, wrote 
to her, that he would part with her for ever, if ſhe did not 
forthwith return to it ; with this Order ſhe was obliged to 
comply, and remained there till Sir John's Return, which was, 
from the 'Time of his leaving her, about the Space of nine 
Months, altho' at the Time of his going away he had given out, 
that he was to return within the Space of ſix Weeks. And it 
is in Fact certain, that Sir 7ohbn, after his Return, applied to 
a certain Gentleman at T holon ſe, to ule Intereſt with the Arch- 
bilhop, to. detain her there till ſuch Time as he ſhould think 
proper to take her out; in which Deſign he was however 
fruſtrated by that Gentleman, who thought it diſhonourable to 
detain the Complainer in a Convent, when it was diſagreeable 
to her. So that Sir Fon finding himſelf under a Neceſſity of 
taking the Complainer out of the Convent, in the Month of 
February 1747, he ſet out for Mcontauban in a fine Poſt-chaile, 
and left Orders for the Complainer to follow next Day in 


a Hackney-chaiſe loaded with Baggage, over which was 


tied a Monkey, before it a Canary Bird in a Cage, and in it 
the 


. 


TE 


the Complainer, her Maid, and a young Span Pointer they 


had the Charge of; ſo that when they came to Dinner, the 


People of the Inn took them for Part of a Company of Strollers, 
In the Afternoon the Chaiſe was overturned in a Ditch, and 
there being no Attendants, the Complainer and her Maid were 
forced, one to lead the Monkey, and the other the Pointer, 
and to travel about ſceking Aliiiiance to the Driver. When 
they came to Moutauban, vir ſohu and his Family retired to a 
Country Houſe, about half a Mile diſtant from the City; and 
he having about this Time taken it into his Head, that Miſs 
Cathcart had been recalled upon Application made by the 


Complaincr, he made her, the Complainer, write very urgent 


Letters to her Grandmother, inſiſting peremptorily, that ſhe 
ſhould be ſent back; and bringing over again the old Story 
of Fohnie Schaw and the Dog, intimating in plain Terms, that 
if all or any one of theſe Demands were not complied with, he 
would turn the Complainer out of Doors, and at the {ame time 
prevailed upon other Perſons to write home Letters 1n the 
fame Strain, which they did upon the Complainer's earnelt 
Solicitation. „This being neceſſary, as Sir John had about 
this Time taken a Notion, that the Complainer had great Inte- 
reſt with her Friends at home, and that if any thing the asked 
was refuſed, ſhe was certainly cheating and abuſing him. He 
had an Opinion, that the Complainer intended to govern him; 
and often when he permitted her to ſpeak to him, when what 
ſhe ſaid amuſed him, he would from laughing and being chear- 
ful, {tart all of a ſudden into a bad Humour, ſwear, © that would 
not do; he was not to be made a Cully of, and would not 
« be managed by a Woman.” It had been with him a com- 
mon Topick of Converſation ſince they were firſt married, 
« That a Husband had a Right to beat his own Wite.” 
Now he told the Complainer, that he ſaw gentle Means 
would not do, and although it was againſt his Inclination to 
beat a Woman, yet he mult do it for both their Benefits, 7 


| break ber of her Humours, as he was pleaſed to term K ; 
| ſo 


(1 


ſo now he uſed to beat her above once every Day in the moit 


calm deliberate Manner. He had three Dogs, which ſhe was 
obliged to attend while they fed, while they aired, and while 
they did all they had to do. "Theſe Dogs durſt never be truſt- 
ed out of Sight; and as they were particularly committed to 
the Complainer's Charge, if any thing which related to them 


was neglected, or not done preciſely according to his Incli- 


nation, it was conſidered as a heinous Offence, and a juit 
Cauſe of beating. He grew more and more croſs every Day, 
ſo that the Servants often came in, and faw that the Com- 
plainer had been weeping, and faw the Marks of Violence 
upon her Perion and Cloaths. He uſed to beat her for the 
meereſt Trifles, and till the Blood came. One Day he order- 
ed the Complainer to hire a Cook; the Man did not come till 
Nine at Night when the Complainer hired him, and deſired 
him to come back at Six next Morning, ſhe thinking it hard 
to put the Cook-maid out of the Houſe at that Hour: Sir 
Johu was ſo enraged at this, believing the Man would not 
come back, (as no Perſon could eaſily be found willing to 
ſerve him) that he told the Complainer he would be no lon- 
ger her Cully; that he had too much Gentleneſs, but that 
that ſhould be no longer the Caſe; for by Heavens he would 
break every Bone in her Body the firſt Word ſhe ſpoke with- 
out telling him before hand, and ſwore he would threſh her 
for what the had done already, as ſhe had thereby diſappoint- 
ed him of his Cook. Upon this the Complainer run out and 
hid herſelf; but ſent up Mrs. 7% her Maid for Hungary 
Water, and to mediate and gain his Compaſſion and Pardon. 
He ſaid he knew ſhe was well enough, and ordered her up 
Stairs; but this Suramons ſhe was afraid to obey, Next Morn- 
ing the Cook came by Six o'Clock ; the Complainer went in 
great Joy to tell Sir John; he ſaid it was more by good Luck 
than good Management. However he {cemed in good Hu- 
mour, and bid the Complainer fit down; ſhe did fo; he was 
in Bed: She was quite happy to think ſhe had eſcaped a Drub- 


bing, 
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bing, and made him a thouſand Proteſtations of Amendment, 
and never ſpeaking till ſhe had conſulted him. The Com- 
plainer was laughing, and thinking of no Evil, when Sir hn, 
as ſoon as he got up, came to her, and gave her ſuch a Blow 
upon the Head, that ſhe being laughing, ſet her Teeth toge. 
ther with ſo much Violence as almoſt broke them. She asked 
the Cauſe; he replied, that it was to ſhow her he was a Man of 
Honour, and having promiſed to threſh her about the Cook, 
he believed himſelf obliged to keep his Word. He now again 
ſolemnly declared, That if ſhe did not tell him every Word 
the ſpoke, before ſhe ſaid it, that he would break every Bone 
in her Body; bid her be prepared, and depend upon it, for 
his Honour was engaged. The Complainer aſſured him ſhe 
was reſolved to obey him, but begged, as he ſaid ſhe was 
thoughtleſs, and the Penalty high, that he would be ſo good 
as give his own Orders; this he refuſed, ſo the ſubmitted, 
One unlucky Day the Complainer happened to employ one 
Footman todo ſomething which Sir 70% imagined ought to 
have been done by another ; whereupon he faid that he re- 
membred his Promiſe, tho' ſhe did not, and lifted his Arm to 
give her a Blow, ſhe being near the Door, run out, and down 
Stairs. It being neceſſary for Sir John to keep his Room, he 
ſent a Footman to deſire the Complainer to come to him; 
the ſaid ſhe would, and then ſent her Maid to tell him, ſhe did 
not ſtay from Diſobedience, but Fear, and would be very glad 
to come to him, if he would promiſe her Safety: 'This he did 
not do; ſo ſhe remained, after ſeveral Meſſages had paſt to the 
ſame Purpoſe: He loſt all manner of Patience, and came down 
Stairs; upon which ſhe retired into the Kitchen, he followed 
her, from thence ſhe went into the Court, where the Family 
alſo aſſembled: He firſt deſired one Man, then another, to 
carry her to Bed, making as if ſhe had been diſtracted, which 
they not doing, he ordered her Maid, who took the Com- 
plainer by the Arm; he ſeeing the Maid did not carry her in, 
took hold of her himſelf; he dragged her, the Maid — 


6 | 
he drawing, till ſhe was all over black and blue; 1t rained, 
and he wet his Feet; which perceiving, he all of a ſudden 
ran up, Stairs; whereupon the Complainei ran as faſt as ſhe 


could into the Town of Mountaban, where ſhe was put in- 
to a Convent by Authority of the King: And about the Be- 
ginning of May 1747, ſet out from thence for Scotland by the 
Way of Bourdeaux. WHICH SEVERAL repeated Acts of groſs | 
Maltreatment and Cruelties above recited, and the Complain- 
er's Behaviour under them, were many of them heard and ſeen 
by ſeveral Perſons, and the Truth thereof confirmed from her 
outward Appearance, and from the State of her Health at the 
Time when ſhe returned Home, and would have been further 
confirmed, by the harſh and ſevere Letters Sir Zobz had from 


| time to time wrote to the Complainer, had it not been, that 


ſme ſhort Time before the Complainer left him, ſhe was 
compclled to give up the ſaid Letters, and every other Pa- 
per which Sir John imagined might hurt him; which Letters 
and Papers were all of them burnt and deſtroyed by Sir oh 
in the Complainer's Preſence. The Complainer and her 
Friends were extreamly unwilling to publiſh Facts which 
muſt reflect ſo much Diſhonour upon the Perſon who was 
the Author of them, and offered to accept of Terms much 
lower than what ſhe is juſtly entitled to demand: But all 
Terms of Accommodation having been rejected by the Par- 
ty from whom they ought to have proceeded, the Complain- 
er finds herſelf under the Neceſlity of betaking herſelf to the 
legal Remedy; and as it appears very clearly, from the ſeve- 
ral Facts and Circumſtances above condeſcended upon, That 
the Complainer cannot ſafely cohabit with the ſaid Sir 70h 
Hou ſtan her Husband : "THEREFORE it ought and ſhould 
be found and declared by our Sentence and Decreet, that 
the ſaid Mrs. Eleauora Cathcart Purſuer, may have Liberty 


and Freedom to live ſeparately from the ſaid Sir 7% Hon f 


en Defender, her Husband, and he the the ſaid Sir 7%hn 
t1//0u ought to be decerned and ordained to ſeparate him- 
ä ſelf 


| 


18 
ſelf from the Complainer 4 men/a& thoro in all time coming, 
| for the Reaſons and Cauſes above mentioned. Axp ALSO 
| the ſaid Sir John Honſton Defender, ought and ſhould be de. 
cerned by our Decreet, to make Payment to the Complainer 
F of the Sums of Money after- mentioned, vg. of the Sum of 
Two hundred Pounds Merling Money yearly, commencing 
from tho/Term of /7h:t/anday 1747, being the firſt Term af, 
x& firit Day of ay 1747, when the Purſuer was obli- 
geo leave the Defender's Houſe, and that by four quarter. 
ly Moities or Payments, beginning the Payment of the four 
(Quarters already incurred, at Mhit ſunday next 1748, and 
fo forth yearly and quarterly during their joint Lives; and 
alſo of the Sum of one Hundred Pounds J7er/ng, as the Ex- 
pences of the Complainer's Journey from Montauban to Fcot. 
land; and of the Sum of Five hundred Pounds Sterling in 
name of Damages, and as the Expence of this preſent Pro- 
ceſs, and of the Decreet to follow hereupon. HEREFORE 
we charge you ſtrictly and command, that incontinent this 
N our Summons of Separation and Aliment ſeen, ye paſs, and 
1 in his Majeſty's Name and Authority, and ours, lawfully ſum- 
mon, warn and charge the ſaid Sir John Houſton Defender, 
perſonally, or at his Dwelling-place, upon fifteen Days Warn- 
ing for the firſt Diet, and {ix Days Warning thereafter for 
the ſecond Diet, if within Scotland; and if he be forth there- 
of, by open Proclamation at the Market-croſs of /dnburgh, 
Pier and Shore of Leith, upon ſixty Days Warning, for the 
firſt Diet, and fifteen Days Warning thereafter for the ſecond 
Diet, to compear before us conjunctly and ſeverally, upon 
the twelfth Day of May next, for the firſt Diet, and upon 
the twenty eight Day of ſaid Month of May next, for the 
fecond Diet, in the Hour of Cauſe, to an{wer at the Inſtance 
of the ſaid Dame Eleonora Cathcart, alias e ae Complain- 
er, and the ſaid Procurators-fiſcals for their Intereſts. That 
zs to ſay, the ſaid Defender to hear and ſee the Premiſſes ve- 


rified and proven, and being ſo verified and proven, to oy 
and 
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4. 
and fee it found and declared by our Sentence and Decreet, 
that the ſaid Dame Eleonora Cathcart, alias Houſton, Com- 
plainer, may have Liberty and Freedom to live ſeparately from 


the faid dir John Houſton her Husband, and he decerned and 


ordained to ſeparate himſelf from the ſaid Complainer 4 
mo1/a © thoro, in all Time coming, for the Reaſons and Cauſes 
abouve-inentioned. As alſo the ſaid Defender to hear and 
ſee himielf decerned and ordained to make Payment to the 
ſaid Dame Eleonora Cathcart, alias Houſton, Complainer, of 
the Sums of Money above-mentioned, or elſe to alledge, &c. 
with Certifi ation, Sc. According to Juſtice, Sc. Given un- 
der the Seal of Office of the Commiſſariot of Edinbungb, and 


ſigned by the Clerk of Court, at jp dmourgh the 12th of 
March 1748 Years. 77 
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